COAL-TAR   DYES

CHAPTER  I
INTRODUCTION
ORIGIN OF THE COAL-TAR DYES
THE discovery of the first coal-tar dye was the result of
an accident; one of those happy accidents without which
many of the strides of chemical science could never have
been taken. If an unusually alert mind had not been making
the observations this accident would have passed unrecog-
nized arid "the opening of a new department of the science
postponed for no one knows how many years.
In 1856 a young English chemist, W. H. Perkin, was
working as an assistant to the celebrated German chemist
A. W. Hoffman, who at that time held a position in London.
, As the Easter vacation of that year approached Hoffman
planned to be away from the laboratory for the holiday.
This leisure time afforded young Pcrkin opportunity to try
some experiments which had greatly aroused his interest.
He wished to produce synthetically no less a substance
than the valuable alkaloid quinine.
For this purpose he brought together a nitrogenous sub-
stance known as allyl-toluidine, bichromate of potash, and
strong sulphuric acid. The attempt was a failure so far
as obtaining quinine or anything like it, but he noticed that
a colored product had been formed. The most interesting
feature of this work was the quick perception of some possible
value for the new substance. Few chemists would have